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GUILTY PLEA 


Flynn Admits Lying Over Contacts 


He misled the FBI about talking with the Russian 
ambassador. His plea deal could implicate others. 


By Carol D. Leonnig, 
Adam Entous, 
Devlin Barrett, 
and Matt Zapotosky 
WASHINGTON POST 
WASHINGTON — Former na- 
tional security adviser Michael 
Flynn pleaded guilty Friday to 
lying to the FBI about his con- 
tacts with Russian Ambassador 


Sergey Kislyak, an ominous 
sign for the White House, as 
Flynn is cooperating in the on- 
going probe of possible coordi- 
nation between the Trump cam- 
paign and the Kremlin to influ- 
ence the 2016 election. 

When he was forced out of 
the White House in February, 
officials said Flynn had misled 


the administration, including 
Vice President Pence, about his 
contacts with Kislyak. But 
court records and people famil- 
iar with the contacts indicated 
he was acting in consultation 
with senior Trump transition of- 
ficials, including President 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kush- 
ner, in his dealings with the dip- 
lomat. 

Flynn’s plea revealed that he 
was in touch with senior Trump 

See FLYNN on A4 


Michael Flynn 
arrives at 
federal court in 
Washington. He 
pleaded guilty 
to lying to the 
FBI about 
contacts with 
Russian 
Ambassador 
Sergey Kislyak. 
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REPUBLICAN TAX OVERHAUL 


Sen. Bob Corker is surrounded by reporters as GOP senators gather to meet with Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell. ap 


Why it’s hard to generalize about 
who wins and loses from tax plan 


By Jonathan Tamari 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — When it comes to the the Republi- 
can tax plan speeding toward approval, your individual 
results may vary. 

With so many moving parts, two families with the same 
incomes in the same town might end up with vastly differ- 
ent outcomes based on the number of children they have, 
the values of their homes, or whether they commute to 
Philadelphia and pay the wage tax there. 

“You really have to zero in on your particular tax bill, 
because it’s really hard to generalize,” said Dave Jones, 
the Jerome Fox Chair in Accounting, Taxation, and 
Financial Strategy at Temple University’s business 
school. 

That’s particularly true in the Philadelphia sub- 
urbs, where the new benefits of the tax bill have to 


be weighed against the loss of valuable deductions. 

The vast majority of Americans are expected to 
pay less, at least initially. But some will see only 
modest savings and millions could pay more — 
around 8 or 9 percent of filers according to esti- 
mates by Congress’ Joint Committee on Taxation 
and the independent Tax Policy Center, respectively. 
(The picture changes dramatically over the next 
decade, when middle-income families face tax hikes, 
but Republicans insist that will be fixed by future 
Congresses). 

“The category of taxpayer that’s most likely to have 
a negative impact are those taxpayers that currently 
claim itemized deductions and plan to do that in the 
future,” said J. Richard Harvey, a professor at Villanova 
University’s law school who worked on President Ronald 
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Senate is 


oised to 
pass $14T 
measure 


Last-minute deals bring 
GOP holdouts on board 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon, 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON — Republicans used a burst of eleventh- 
hour horse-trading Friday to edge a $1.4 trillion tax bill to 
the brink of Senate passage, as a party starved all year for a 
major legislative triumph took a giant step toward giving 
President Trump one of his top priorities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R., Ky.) de- 
clared after leaders swayed holdout sen- 
ators by agreeing to fatten tax breaks 
for millions of businesses and let peo- 
ple deduct local property taxes. 

Party leaders hoped for Senate ap- 
proval later Friday on a measure that 
focuses the bulk of its tax reductions on 
businesses and higher-earning individu- 
als, gives more modest breaks to oth- 
ers, and would be the boldest rewrite of 
the nation’s tax system since 1986. De- 
bate stretched into the evening as lawmakers waited for 
Republicans to unveil the final version of their measure. 

Republicans touted the package as one that would bene- 
fit people of all incomes and ignite the economy. Even an 
official projection of a $1 trillion, 10-year flood of deeper 
budget deficits couldn’t dissuade nearly all GOP senators 
from rallying behind the bill. 

“Obviously I’m kind of a dinosaur on the fiscal issues,” 
said Sen. Bob Corker (R., Tenn.), the only announced GOP 
opponent, who battled to keep the measure from worsening 
the government’s accumulated $20 trillion in IOUs. 

See TAXES on A2 


Sen. Corker 
still wasn’t 
convinced, 
pointing to 
a projected 
new flood 
of debt. 
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Four years after hundreds of the majestic 
birds flew south to Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey for the winter, they have been spotted 
here in significant numbers once again. 

Normally they are confined to the northern 
reaches of the United States during the win- 
ter, but this fall a few of the striking white 
birds have been seen as far south as Virginia 
and North Carolina. 

In New Jersey, the total number of “snow- 


MIGRATION AND ENVIRONMENT 


Snowy owls flocking here, 
— looking for food and love 


By Tom Avril 
STAFF WRITER 


Snowy owls, the Arctic creatures beloved 
by birders and Harry Potter fans alike, are 


he said. 


volve sex and food. 


ies” reported in the past few weeks alone is 
approaching 10. An entire winter often yields 
one or zero, said David La Puma, director of 
New Jersey Audubon’s Cape May Bird Obser- 
vatory. And conditions suggest the total for 
the coming months could grow much higher, 


The reasons behind that prediction take a 
bit of explaining, involving the population of 
lemmings — the small rodents they feast on 
— in Canada. And some of the underlying 
science remains a mystery. But as with so 
many things in life, the answers seem to in- 
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Up to 10 snowy owls have been seen this 
fall in New Jersey, an unusual increase. 
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